Causality of myelodysplasia and acute myeloid leukemia and their genetic abnormalities.
New insights into causative factors for the development of myelodysplasia (MDS) and acute myeloid leukemia (AML), with associations to specific cytogenetic and genetic abnormalities have been obtained primarily from studies of patients with the therapy-related subsets of the two diseases. Current knowledge now makes it possible to distinguish between at least seven major genetic subgroups of MDS and AML, and has directed research towards more specific causative factors also for de novo MDS and AML.